ABSTRACT
Oddly enough, given the many physiological and genetic differences that could be revealed by selection on rodents, this will be the most cost-effective strategy, compared with strategies that are essentially adventitious. This is not to say that this is an inexpensive strategy, only that it is the cheapest available. Although it is true that there will be major technical problems analyzing the specific genetic and physiological mechanisms that give rise to rodent aging, such as the difficulty of identifying genes that are differentiated in longer-lived lines and discovering their physiological role, it is the best possible system in its combination of experimental power and phylogenetic proximity. It Vol. 8 September 1994
The FASEB Journal ROSE AND NUSBAUM would be ideal to have the experimental power of yeast genetics in an organism as close to humans as the chimpanzee, but that will never be the case. In any case, once rodents with selectively postponed aging are created, their scientific and commercial value will be substantial. 
